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Ad Multos Annos! 


Horetunrd 


MLE A CENTURY in the Society of Jesus, 
| devoted exclusively to the salvation of one’s 
own soul and the souls of one’s neighbors; 
: with no remuneration other than the conscious- 

G2 | ness of trying to serve God and to help, both 
spiritually and temporally, the children of God; with 
no fixed home, no choice of personally preferred labors, 
no hope of advancement except with God’s grace, in 
the virtues required of his spiritual sons by St. 
Ignatius of Loyola—such an event is provocative of 
Jubilee rejoicing. 

Such an event it is our privilege to celebrate at St. 
Ignatius Church on Sunday, August 7. We have, 
moreover, this additional cause for joy: the Jubilarian 
is a native of San Francisco, a former pupil of St. 
Ignatius College, and, at the present time, an energetic 
worker for the completion of the college of which he 
is an honored son. 

Father Culligan’s activities during the past fifty 
years were in other fields, as will be seen in the follow- 
ing sketch. St. Ignatius is fortunate in having him 
back home on this festive occasion. 

For my part I deem it a rare honor to have been 
asked to preach at the Solemn High Mass which will 
be offered by the Jubilarian himself on August 7, and 
I deem it a rarer honor to present this little sketch to 
his many friends and well-wishers. 


D. |. KAVANAGH, S; J. 


July 31, 1927. 


Che Golden Jubilee of 
Reo. William UW. Culligan, S.J. 


“A priest forefer! May your Jubilee 
Che full fruition of the ford unfold, 

And graces multiply on life’s lang may, 
Until the siloer turns to radiant gold.” 


HUS, on the occasion of his Silver Jubilee was 
the Rev. William H. Culligan addressed in the 
|_@® _} closing stanza of a beautiful poem written by 
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a member of the Notre Dame Community in 
San Jose. Now that the “silver” has indeed turned to 
“gold” and the members of our St. Ignatius congrega- 
tion are privileged to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary 
of his life in religion, the first thought that rises in the 
mind is: How fortunate we are to have with us in St. 
Ignatius Church one of St. Ignatius’ own boys, one 
who fifty years ago served mass in St. Ignatius Church 
and who today, in spite of half a century of active 
labor, is an energetic worker in the interests of his 
Alma Mater, St. Ignatius College. 

The writer of this sketch has often spoken of the 
glories of St. Ignatius’ past, how the old institution 
was born amid the sand hills of what is now Market 
Street, how it grew with the city, went down to ashes 
in the great fire, and rose again to a glory of brilliancy 
equal to that of the risen city. Often has he referred 
to the great church and college on Van Ness Avenue, 
and to the greater church that now crowns Ignatian 


Heights. He used to look forward to the day when 
near the church there would rise a college building as 
a companion monument to the pioneer Fathers. That 
dream is now realized. The college building has risen 
on Ignatian Heights. It will be ready for occupancy in 
mid August. It is an accomplishment to be proud 
of and an eloquent witness to the zeal of the Fathers 
who are now in charge of affairs. 
Laborers in the Vineyard 

But what I had in mind was this: While recount- 
ing the past glories of St. Ignatius, I have never given 
due emphasis to what is the greatest of her achieve- 
ments—the sending of laborers into God’s vineyard. 
The early Fathers at St. Ignatius Church were exiles 
from Italy. While they were called upon by the needs 
of the time to build churches and colleges, they direct- 
ed their chief efforts towards the building of charac- 
ter. One of the evident proofs that they were success- 
ful in this regard is found in the fact that even from 
the earliest days they were able to choose from their 
pupils some favored ones whom God called to con- 
tinue their spiritual ministry in this city. 

When, on an occasion like this, we are brought back 
fifty years to the old church on Market Street and the 
old wooden college on Jessie Street, we cannot fail 
to think of the good work done by the pioneer 
Fathers in every line of the sacred ministry, but more 
particularly in the fostering of vocations among the 
early students of St. Ignatius. 

In December, 1865, the first St. Ignatius student 
entered the order. It was James O’Sullivan. Though 
in feeble health, he-is living still, an honored mem- 
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ber of the Society of Jesus for sixty-two years. He 
was followed by Daniel Crowley and Francis Leonard, 
both of whom passed to their eternal reward before 
they completed their studies. In 1870 Jeremiah Collins 
joined the Ignatian ranks. He was followed in 1872 
by John Cunningham and Thomas Landers, in 1873 
by Denis Mahony and Joseph Riordan, in 1874 by 
James Cunningham and Richard Redington, and in 
1877 by William Culligan. Father Collins, though 
inactive through illness, is still edifying the com- 
munity of Santa Clara by his patience and cheerful- 
ness. The Rev. Father Cunningham, the Rev. Father 
Mahony, the Rev. Father Riordan, after fifty-four 
years of glorious service, are still actively laboring 
in Gods vineyard. While James Cunningham 
(Father John’s brother), Richard Redington and 
Thomas Landers died before they reached the priest- 
hood, they were actual members of the Society of 
Jesus and a credit to old St. Ignatius College. 

The subject of this sketch—Rev. William H. Culli- 
gan—belongs to this first decade of religious voca- 
tions. His jubilee brings us back fifty years and gives 
us an occasion of feeling proud of the old institution 
and of her sons. My purpose in sketching his life is 
two-fold: Ist, to give his friends some idea of how 
fifty years are, spent in the Jesuit order, and 2d, to 
exemplify the character of men trained by St. Igna- 
tius College from its earliest years. 

The following facts are taken from an article writ- 
ten on the occasion of his Silver Jubilee by one of his 
parishioners in San Jose. 


nels 


His Preparation for the Priesthood 


“Father Culligan is a native of San Francisco. He 
received his early education at St. Ignatius College. 
As a mere lad he heard the “small, still voice,” speak- 
ing within his soul, and turned aside from the allure- 
ments of the world to enter the Jesuit Order on the 
eve of the feast of its Founder, July 30, 18/77. After 
his two years of novitiate training, his preparatory 
studies in rhetoric, philosophy and the sciences were 
made at Santa Clara University, 1879 to 1882, and 
again, from 1885 to 1887. Between and after these two 
periods he was appointed a professor in the school of 
his boyhood, teaching at St. Ignatius from 1882 to 1885, 
and from 1887 to 1890. His divinity course was pur- 
sued at Woodstock, Maryland, from 1890 until we 
find him ordained by Cardinal Gibbons, D. D., on the 
feast of the Apostles, Sts. Peter and Paul, June 29, 
1893. On the next day, the feast of St. Paul, he cele- 
brated the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the first 
time. 

At Santa Clara and Los Gatos 

“After his ordination he returned to his native state 
and occupied the office of Minister at Santa Clara 
University from 1893 to 1894, and filled the same 
office during his third probation at the Sacred Heart 
Novitiate, Los Gatos, from 1894 to 1895, His success- 
ful administration in this line caused his reappoint- 
ment at Santa Clara. He remained there for the next 
four years. After this he was transferred to St. lgnatius 
College, San Francisco, acting as Spiritual Father for 
the students and professor for the same during the 
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intervening years from 1899 to 1902. He then returned 
to Santa Clara University, successfully holding the 
positions of Professor, Treasurer, Spiritual Father of 
the Students, and Director of the Young Men’s Club. 
The older parishioners at Santa Clara recall with 
pleasure Father Culligan’s good deeds during the 
years he was stationed there. His helpful work when 
associated with the dear old Mission Church, his 
labors for the young men, the building of the Sodality 
Club, and his kindly offices as minister and treasurer 

»of the college, must still linger in the memory of his 
dear friends of the days gone by. 


Pastor of St. Joseph’s, San Jose 


“In 1909 Father Culligan was sent to St. Joseph’s, 
San Jose, as assistant pastor and given charge of the 
young men of the parish. On May 11, 1911, he was 
appointed Superior of St. Joseph’s and Pastor of the 
church to succeed Rev. Father H. Whittle, who was 
leaving this field to take up the position as Secretary 
and Socius of the Provincial Superior. 

“During the time of his pastorate, Father Culligan 
has been a zealous and untiring laborer in advancing 

the Kingdom of Christ along spiritual and temporal 
lines. As splendid tributes to his unflagging energy, 
we may recall the erection of St. Leo’s Church, and of 
‘the school, which is in charge of the Sisters of Notre 
Dame; St. Edward’s on Hobson Street, in charge of 
the Sisters of the Holy Family, where a large number 
of children are gathered for catechetical instructions ; 
Newman Hall building, erected for the purpose of 
safeguarding the spiritual welfare of the normal school 
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students; the new convent for the Sisters of the Holy 
Family, and the Santa Maria Hall on San Carlos 
Street, a new Day Home in charge of the same Sisters. 
Then, too, property was purchased and a suitable 
building erected on Locust Street for the Brothers 
of Mary, the earnest co-laborers with the Fathers in 
the education of the boys of the Parish. Noticeable 
improvements have been made at St. Joseph’s gram- ~ 
mar and high school, in both boys’ and girls’ depart- 
ments. In the former, the faculty has increased from 
five to eight Brothers, and the physics and chemical 
laboratories equipped in such a manner that the 
school affords every facility for scientific studies. In 
the latter, there has been a similar increase in teach- 
ers, and additional rooms made possible; while in this 
school, as well as in the Notre Dame High School 
under the care of the Sisters, where the pupils are 
transferred after completing studies at St. Joseph's, 
there has been a marked improvement in the atten- 
dance owing to the sustained efforts of the devoted 
pastor and hearty co-operation of the faithful teachers. 

“The church has likewise seen steady improve- 
ments. New vestments, amounting to $4000, have 
replaced the old, a fine carpet, costing $1000, and 
stained windows in the sanctuary valued at $2000 
lend additional beauty to the house of God. Then the 
church has been repainted, a fine and successful heat- 
ing plant installed for the comfort of the congregation, 
modern electric lighting, and many minor improve- 
ments for the good of all. 

“Beneficial changes have also been made in the 
property on Market Street, West San Fernando, San 
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Pedro and Locust streets. All told, easily over $250,- 
000.00 has been put into circulation for the betterment 
of St. Joseph’s Parish and its holdings, enhancing the 
value of the same, aiding business interests, and 
affording a means of employment and honest labor 
to many. 

“While these forward movements have been made, 
the debt of $31,000 which faced Father Culligan on 
entering this field of his labors has been reduced to 
$12,000, thanks to his indefatigable striving and the 
co-operation of the parishioners, and it is hoped that 
before very long it will be entirely cleared. 

The $2000 given as a purse to Father Culligan on 
the occasion of his Silver Jubilee was, with the consent 
of the donors, placed in a savings account as a 
nucleus of a maintenance fund for St. Joseph’s School. 

“Turning aside from the temporal, who can meas- 
ure the spiritual zest and assiduity with which Father 
Culligan has ever ministered to the needs of his 
people? All that could tend to the greater glory of 
God has ever been met with a whole-hearted and self- 
sacrificing approval, and the sorrow stricken and dis- 
_tressed have ever found in him a ready and sympa- 
thetic adviser and friend. His God, his Order, and 
the greater good of all, have been the dominant notes 
in the music of a life of constant and hidden sacrifice. 
Especially dear to him, and claiming an unselfish 
devotedness, have been the children of his flock, those 
“lambs”: in whose interest no fatigue or trial cost too 
much; and it is now his one ambition to procure a 
suitable fund for Catholic School maintenance in St. 
Joseph’s Parish, so that our boys and girls, the men 
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and women of the future, may have every means of 
developing, spiritually, mentally and physically, along 
the highest lines. Let us hope that whatever clouds 
dim the horizon of his present hopes, the proverbial 
‘silver lining’ may come with these jubilee joys, and 
that, when the future years have lengthened into a 
jubilee of gold, he may look back on the fulfilment of 
his labors, contemplating the words of St. Paul,—l 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith. As to the rest, there is laid up 
to me a crown of justice, which the Lord the just 
judge will render to me in that day: and not only to 
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me, but to them also that love His coming’. 


Pastor of the Immaculate, Seattle 


In 1918 Father Culligan was appointed pastor of 
the Church of the Immaculate, Seattle. When, in the 
summer of 1925, he was appointed treasurer and sec- 
retary of St. Ignatius College, he addressed the fol- 
lowing significant letter to his “Kind Friends and 
Esteemed Parishioners of Seattle”: 

“The time has come for me to say ‘Goodbye’ to you 
and to our dear Immaculate. 

“Six years and eight months ago, I came into your 
midst—glad to come—ordered here by that obedience 
which directs the Jesuit to go whithersoever he is 
bidden. The same obedience now tells me to go else- 
where and there to do the work of the Lord just as I 
did it here. ‘Not my will, Lord, but Thine be done.’ 

“When I arrived at the Immaculate a great debt of 
loans, interest and bills faced me, seemingly insur- 
mountable. The Girls’ High School had been closed; 
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it was planned to move the Sisters into the Parish 
Rectory (to save rent expense), and put the Fathers 
into the back of the Church where they had formerly 
dwelt. The Church and School roofs were leaky; the 
burners in the heating plants were old and antiquated; 
the Church lighting system was inferior and defec- 
tive, etc. 


“Now, stop a moment and reflect: 


Shiunehn) Construction cost...........2.. $ 60,000.00 
School Construction Cost ................ 80,000.00 
Rectory Construction cost.............. 25,000.00 


Total $165,000.00 


“Within six years and eight months, with your very 
kindly aid, we have met and paid back on the parish 
loans and interest $160,144.74; practically paid the full 
cost of your three big parish buildings; re-established 
the High School (now accredited to the University of 
Washington) ; put in new heating burners, new elec- 
tric lighting in the Church; repaired roofs, and pur- 
chased a splendid new home for the Sisters, who 
formerly lived in a rented house; over and above that 

“we have met all our Church, School and Rectory ex- 
penses and demands.’’*** 


The Dollar Envelope System Established 
It was while pastor of the Immaculate that Father 
Culligan established the Dollar Standard envelope 
system for Sunday collections. So successful was it in 
reminding the faithful of their financial duties to the 
Church that it was soon adopted by others in Seattle, 
and has since spread beyond that diocese. 
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Secretary-Treasurer at St. Ignatius 

In 1925, after long years of struggle to remove the 
debt that weighed so heavily on their shoulders, the 
Fathers of St. Ignatius were in a position to look for- 
ward hopefully to a period of constructive work. 
There was need of an able and energetic financier 
and it was not difficult to fill the need. Our beloved 
Jubilarian was called from Seattle and at once bent 
all his powers on the establishment of a Building 
Fund. He introduced the envelope system for Sun- 
day collection in the Church, he worked energetically, 
and is still working in a silent campaign to raise 
money enough to continue the work of building. That 
his appeals have been successful there is need of no 
other evidence than that of the new college building 
and the increasing financial assistance received from 
the friends of St. Ignatius. It may be noted here that 
Father Culligan has not only paid off old debts 
wherever he has been in charge, but has very prudently 
built without contracting new debts or foreseeing how 
to finance his constructive work. 

Some it is true, even among our loyal friends and 
benefactors, may feel in their hearts a certain amount 
of opposition to what they regard as over-emphasis 
on collections and other means of acquiring the funds 
necessary for the work of education in this city. They 
may look back longingly to the good old days of 
Father Varsi and Father Maraschi when money was 
scarcely, if ever, mentioned in St. Ignatius Church. 

It may and it may not be a good spirit that ani- 
mates such people. Certain it is that over-emphasis is 
always undesirable but there is the other extreme of 
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allowing people to become remiss in a duty which 
they have towards God, the Church of God, and, more 
particularly in our days, towards Catholic education. 
Money is essential in every activity and no one ob- 
jects to its mention. Go to the theater, to the baseball 
game, take an automobile ride, and you pay for your 
amusement. Buy a home and you pay not only for 
the home, but by taxes, direct and indirect, you pay 
the government for the privilege of owning that home. 
There is a state university in California. You are sup- 
porting it. The city is filled with public schools. You 
are supporting them. Admire the beauties of Golden 
Gate Park or of other parks scattered through the 
city. You are paying for their upkeep. Your money 
has built the City Hall, the San Francisco Hospital, 
the Hall of Justice. You pay the salaries of police- 
men, of legislators, of soldiers, etc. 

Why, then, should you ever object to the support 
of the Church of God? And why object to the system 
arranged for the proper and complete fulfillment of 
this duty? 

Father Culligan has ever been a successful financier, 
not only in the sense of being able to handle money, 
but in this other—which is frequently more im- 
portant—of being able to get the money. It is hard 
for one who has given his whole life to the work of 
God to understand why people object to part with 
an occasional, dollar. As a matter of fact few there 
are who do object, and still fewer would, if they 
paused to reflect on the privilege that they enjoy in 
helping the Church. One may and often does invest 
in real estate, in oil, in gold mines, in business, and 
fails to secure adequate returns; but no one has ever 
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made an investment in the cause of religion without 
a guarantee of a bountiful dividend, not in the next 
world only, but even in this. God does not suffer 
Himself to be outdone in generosity. 

Our Jubilarian has never failed to inculcate his 
lesson which is as important as any in the school of 
religious thought. We trust that the reader will not 
therefore conclude that we have taken the beautiful 
stanza, with which we opened this sketch, in a literal 
sense. We should indeed like to see, on this occasion, 
heaps of “radiant gold,” because we know that it 
would be consecrated to the work of Catholic educa- 
tion; but we have had no such idea in mind when we 
mentioned these facts about Father Culligan’s most 
prominent outward trait. Of his virtues—pure gold 
tried in the furnace—we may not speak without giv- 
ing offense to the humility of the Jubilarian. Nor is it 
necessary to speak of these. When one remains faith- 
ful to the service of God for half a century, laboring 
constantly and without other remuneration than the 
consciousness of helping others, there is evident proof 
that seeds of piety sown in early youth, at home and 
at college, have born abundant fruit for one’s own 
sanctification and that of others. 
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